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2019 Highlighted Rural Regeneration

Communities and Diverse Enrichment
Program in Kaohsiung Region
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Abstract

The Rural Regeneration Act was passed in August, 2010. The government has
invested a lot of effort in the promotion of rural development. In order to help rural
villages develop independently, we must pay attention to the sustainable development
of agriculture. Therefore, the Rural Regeneration Act entered its second phase of the
project in 2017, with rural communities as the main axis of development and focusing on
improving rural competitiveness. With four main principles—increase participation of
diverse groups, emphasize innovative cooperation, promote friendly agriculture and
strengthen urban-rural cooperation, we hope to achieve maximum synergy and continue
to accompany the growth of rural communities.

In order to create a peaceful and pleasant rural village, promote a humanistic
friendly environment, establish a model of agriculture and increase the participation of
rural organizations and farmer groups, we came up with the "Rural Regional Highlights
Program". We hope that through integrating regional resources in rural areas, we can
develop highlighted regions or bands, guiding industries, universities, communities,
non-profit organizations and government departments to jointly invest in the
development of rural characteristics and the three functions--living, production and
ecology.

We provide regular care visits and establish consultation channels through
highlighted communities and the multi-empowerment training program, assisting in the
implementation and proposal of cross-domain projects. We also use workshops to make
an inventory of the resources and needs of the communities and regional axes,
introducing empowerment training courses in due course, supplemented by execution
plans. We hope to integrate rural communities and local organization resources and
establish a cross-domain cooperation mechanism to achieve the goal of rural
Regeneration and sustainable management.

Under the structure of the 2017-2018 project, the 2019 Kaohsiung Area Highlighted
Communities and Multi-empowerment Training Program (the "Program") highlights
three regional axes--the artesian economy, the circular economy and the badlands
economy. We established a means of communication through visiting and interviewing
regional organizations, discussing together the featured resources and course of
development of the regional axes in the form of workshops. We also invested in
empowerment training courses to learn and grow together, further strengthening
cooperation between different organizations with different expertise in different regions.
We integrated rural communities and local organization resources, establishing a
cross-domain cooperation mechanism to achieve the goal of rural Regeneration and
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sustainable management.

As for the results of this Program, we have held 6 seminars in the three regional
axes to explain the concept of the Regional Highlights Program and 18 participatory
workshops to collect ideas regarding local development. We have visited regional
organizations and held discussions 32 times, integrated 23 local emerging projects, and
have planned 5 rural creative practice fields, including 2 food-agriculture education
experience fields, 1 green cycle food production experience field and 2 Satoyama
experience education fields.

Moreover, in order to enhance the self-management capabilities of community
organizations, we organized 16 empowerment training courses according to local
characteristics and needs, focusing on "food-agriculture education, in-depth experience
planning and community marketing operations". A total of 302 students have taken the
courses. We also cooperated with environmental education teachers, holding 3 working
holidays and 3 urban-rural exchange activities to learn about the Satoyama experience,
food-agriculture education and ecological experience. The activities were a great
success.

To introduce the concepts of regional highlights and cross-domain cooperation, the
Program "increased the participation of young local farmers and cross-community
organizations" so that young farmers returning to their hometowns could brainstorm
ideas about the future development, bringing new energy to local development issues.
The "cross-domain diverse theme tours" allow local organizations to cooperate and
organize featured experience tours. We "introduced the concept of environmental
education”, linking environmental and food-agriculture education and extending the
range of target customers to lay the foundation of local development. The establishment
of the "Regional Highlights Integration Platform" allows different organizations in the
region to express and integrate their opinions through virtual and face-to-face meetings.
Through this program, we hope to integrate the diverse and complementary
characteristics of different regions, help them roll out experiences that meet market
demands and attract the participation of young locals, so that rural areas can gradually
achieve the goal of sustainable and independent development.

Key words: Soil and Water Conservation Bureau, rural Regeneration, regional
highlights, cross-domain integration
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